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Legislative Council Draft

Amendment J: Repealing the
Definition of Marriage in the
Constitution

Placed on the ballot by the legislature « Passes with a majority vote

Amendment J proposes amending the Colorado Constitution to:

e repeal the definition that states only a union of one man and one woman is a
valid or recognized marriage in Colorado.

What Your Vote Means

YES 0 NO

A "yes” vote on Amendment J repeals 11 A "no” vote on Amendment J maintains
language in the Colorado Constitution 12 the current language in the Colorado
that defines a valid marriage as a union 13 Constitution that defines a valid marriage
between one man and one woman. 14 as a union between one man and one

15 woman.

Summary and Analysis of Amendment J
What is the status of same-sex marriage in Colorado?

Colorado’s constitution and state statute both define a valid marriage as the union between
one man and one woman. However, same-sex marriage in Colorado is currently legal
because of court rulings that have declared federal and state bans on same-sex marriage to
be unconstitutional. In 2014 and 2015, the Colorado Supreme Court and U.S. Supreme Court
both ruled that same-sex couples have a right to marry and in 2022, the U.S. Congress
repealed the previous ban on same-sex marriage from federal law. All 50 states are now
required to recognize same-sex marriages lawfully entered in any state.

What does Amendment J do?

In 2006, Colorado voters approved an amendment to Colorado’s constitution stating that
only the union of one man or one woman is a valid or recognized marriage in Colorado.
Amendment J repeals this language, which has been declared unconstitutional by state and
federal courts.

Because this language has been ruled unconstitutional, it does not currently impact the
ability of same sex couples to marry in Colorado. However, if the U.S. Supreme Court
overturns its previous rulings, the legality of same-sex marriage would revert to each state.
In this case, Colorado’s current constitutional definition of a valid marriage as the union of
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one man and one woman, as well as an existing Colorado statute that defines marriage
similarly, could prohibit new same-sex marriages in the state. It is unclear how Colorado’s
court rulings would be affected by a federal ruling.

For information on those issue committees that support or oppose the
measures on the ballot at the November 5, 2024, election, go to the
Colorado Secretary of State's elections center web site hyperlink for ballot
and initiative information:

https://coloradosos.gov/pubs/elections/Initiatives/InitiativesHome.html

Argument For Amendment J

1) The right of same-sex couples to marry is currently protected by state and federal court
rulings and by federal law. However, if the U.S. Supreme Court overturns its previous
rulings in the future, leaving the current definition of marriage in Colorado’s constitution
jeopardizes the ability of same-sex Coloradans to marry. Marriage is a basic right, and
Colorado’s constitution should reflect this right for all state residents.

Argument Against Amendment J

1) Marriage should be a union between one man and one woman, and this definition of
marriage should be preserved in the Colorado Constitution. If court rulings regarding
same-sex marriage change in the future, the Colorado Constitution should reflect that
marriage is a union between one man and one woman.

Fiscal Impact of Amendment J

Amendment J will not have a fiscal impact on state or local governments. It conforms the
Colorado Constitution to current practice and rulings by the Colorado Supreme Court and
U.S. Supreme Court.
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Amendment J: Repealing the
Definition of Marriage in the
Constitution

Placed on the ballot by the legislature « Passes with a majority vote

Amendment J proposes amending the Colorado Constitution to:

e repeal the definition that states only a union of one man and one woman is a
valid or recognized marriage in Colorado.

What Your Vote Means

YES 0 NO

A "yes” vote on Amendment J repeals 11 A "no” vote on Amendment J maintains
language in the Colorado Constitution 12 the current language in the Colorado
that defines a valid marriage as a union 13 Constitution that defines a valid marriage
between one man and one woman. 14 as a union between one man and one

15 woman.

Summary and Analysis of Amendment J
What is the status of same-sex marriage in Colorado?

Colorado’s constitution and state statute both define a valid marriage as the union between
one man and one woman. However, same-sex marriage in Colorado is currently legal
because of court rulings that have declared federal and state bans on same-sex marriage to
be unconstitutional. In 2014 and 2015, the Colorado Supreme Court and U.S. Supreme Court
both ruled that same-sex couples have a right to marry and in 2022, the U.S. Congress
repealed the previous ban on same-sex marriage from federal law. All 50 states are now
required to recognize same-sex marriages lawfully entered in any state.

What does Amendment J do?

In 2006, Colorado voters approved an amendment to Colorado’s constitution stating that
only the union of one man or one woman is a valid or recognized marriage in Colorado.
Amendment J repeals this language, which has been declared unconstitutional by state and
federal courts.

Because this language has been ruled unconstitutional, it does not currently impact the
ability of same sex couples to marry in Colorado. However, if the U.S. Supreme Court
overturns its previous rulings, the legality of same-sex marriage would revert to each state.
In this case, Colorado’s current constitutional definition of a valid marriage as the union of
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one man and one woman, as well as an existing Colorado statute that defines marriage
similarly, could prohibit new same-sex marriages in the state. It is unclear how Colorado’s
court rulings would be affected by a federal ruling.

For information on those issue committees that support or oppose the
measures on the ballot at the November 5, 2024, election, go to the
Colorado Secretary of State's elections center web site hyperlink for ballot
and initiative information:

https://coloradosos.gov/pubs/elections/Initiatives/InitiativesHome.html

Argument For Amendment J

1) The right of same-sex couples to marry is currently protected by state and federal court
rulings and by federal law. However, if the U.S. Supreme Court overturns its previous
rulings in the future, leaving the current definition of marriage in Colorado’s constitution
jeopardizes the ability of same-sex Coloradans to marry. Marriage is a basic right, and
Colorado’s constitution should reflect this right for all state residents.

Argument Against Amendment J

1) Marriage should be a union between one man and one woman, and this definition of
marriage should be preserved in the Colorado Constitution. If court rulings regarding
same-sex marriage change in the future, the Colorado Constitution should reflect that
marriage is a union between one man and one woman.

Fiscal Impact of Amendment J

Amendment J will not have a fiscal impact on state or local governments. It conforms the
Colorado Constitution to current practice and rulings by the Colorado Supreme Court and
U.S. Supreme Court.



Last Draft Comments from Interested Parties

Amendment J
Repealing the Definition of Marriage in the Constitution

Legislative Council Staff received no public comments on the last mailed draft of Amendment J.
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Organization Name

Email Address

Amadia Al-Amin
Sarah Barnes
Joshua Barnett
Faye Barnhart
Susy Bates
Michael Beasley
Kaitlin Begin
Nathan Berry
Angie Binder
Autumn Brooks

Gary and Annette Budd
Bronwen Cartwright

NATALIE CASTLE
Onnastasia Cole

Crystal Collins

Will Coyne
Sam Delp

Miranda Dempewolf

Mallory Feeney
Mark Fitzgerald
Logan Fry
Megan Fugier
Brendan Fung
Maggie GA’mez
Cory Gaines

Erik Gamm
Joann Ginal
Nathaniel Golich
Jax Gonzalez
Mark Grueskin
Dusti Gurule
Kathryn Hallahan
Leslie Hanks
kimberly hanson
Kiera Hatton

Taylor Hickerson

House Majority

Colorado Life Initiative
Freedom to Marry Colorado
5280 Strategies

Colorado House Majority Office

Colorado Department of Higher Education

Headwaters Strategies

DORA

CACVT

House Dems

Better Tomorrow

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck
Colorado Catholic Conference
LCS

CTG
Common Sense Institute

Colorado Education Association
One Colorado
Recht Kornfeld

American Right to Life

Cobalt

amadia.alamin.house@gmail.com
sarahb@coloradokids.org
eoval75@gmail.com
coloradolife2024@gmail.com
Susy@freedomtomarryco.org
mike@5280strategies.com
kaitlin.begin.house@gmail.com
nlb.bills@gmail.com
angiebinder@msn.com
autumn.brooks2022@gmail.com
annettelbudd@gmail.com
bronwen.cartwright.house@gmail.com
natalie.castle@coleg.gov
onnastasia@ccasa.org

Crystal.Collins@dhe.state.co.us

will@headwatersstrategies.com
Samuel.Delp@state.co.us
mirandadempewolf@gmail.com
mallory.feeney.house@gmail.com
mark@bettertomorrowco.org
lfry@bhfs.com
megan.fugier@huschblackwell.com
brendan.fung@coleg.gov
maggie@stateinnovation.org
corytgaines@gmail.com
erik@csinstituteco.org
joann.ginal.senate@coleg.gov
ngolich@coloradoea.org
jaxg@one-colorado.org
mark@rklawpc.com
dusti@colorlatina.org
kthhilhn@gmail.com
Leslieforlife@gmail.com
kimberlyjane1603@gmail.com
kiera@cobaltadvocates.org
taylor.j.hickerson@gmail.com
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Alex Jordan
Suzanne Keim
Cathy Kipp
Rebecca Kisner
Katie Kolupke
Annie Kurtz
Andrea Kuwik
Deborah Lively

Rich Mauro

Sophia Mayott-Guerrero

Gordon Mclaughlin

Larimer County Government jordanac@co.larimer.co.us
suzanne.keim@coleg.gov

Colorado House of Representatives cathykipp52@gmail.com

House Majority rebecca.kisner.house@gmail.com
LCS katie.kolupke@coleg.gov

ACLU of Colorado akurtz@aclu-co.org

kuwik@bellpolicy.org
LeadingAge Colorado deborah@leadingagecolorado.org

Denver Regional Council of Governments rmpeoplespalate@gmail.com

ACLU-CO smayott-guerrero@aclu-co.org
8th Judicial District Attorney mclauggp@co.larimer.co.us

self on some issues (also a board director

N Menten for the Taxpayer's Bill of Rights coloradoengaged@gmail.com
Foundation)

Joe Meyer thejoemeyer@gmail.com

Maria Ignacia Miranda Santis Freedom to Marry Colorado mariaignacia@freedomtomarryco.org

Kurt Morrison Office of the Attorney General kurtis.morrison@coag.gov

Kiyana Newell New Era Colorado Kiyana@neweracolorado.org

Elizabeth Newman
Michael Newman
Catherine Ordonez
chae park
Catherine Perrone
Jonathan Pira

Frances Rinard

Chaer Robert
Anaya Robinson
Alec Romero
Shelby Ross
Bennett Rutledge

Su Ryden

Stacy Sager
Feliz Sanchez Garcia

Toni Sarge

elizabeth@ccasa.org
michael@newmanz.com
ACLU of Colorado cordonez@aclu-co.org
chae@slpublicaffairs.com
League of Women Voters Iwvcovote411@gmail.com
pitoccojc@gmail.com

Splash 2.0/Na/wab3 blackchane Facebook
plas /Na/wa ackehane raceboo rinardfrances@yahoo.com

mata

Colorado Center on Law and Policy crobert@copolicy.org

ACLU of CO arobinson@aclu-co.org
alec@capitolsuccess.com

OLLS shelby.ross@coleg.gov

Colorado by Consent of the Governed rutledges@peoplepc.com

AAUW--American Association of

suryden25@gmail.com
University Women of Colorado 4 @9

Temu stacysager80@gmail.com
CO House Dems feliz.sanchezgarcia.house@gmail.com
Colorado Children's Campaign toni@coloradokids.org
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Paula Sarlls

Julia Scanlan

David Schultheis

BallotAccount SCR24-003

Brett Stewart
David Stiver
Colleen Supan
Courtney Sutton
Janet Tanner
Brianna Tltone
Michael Tschampl
Mayra Valdez
Alex Valdez
Brittany Vessely
Anne Wallace
Carol Ward
Brandon Wark
Justin Wills
Jerry Wilson
Geoff Withers

Rev. Candace Woods

Ken

Paula Sarlls

Counties & Commissioners Acting
Together (CCAT)

Self
City of Loveland
Team Strategy Inc.

Alternate Defense Counsel
COVA

Siegel Long Public Affairs
Colorado Catholic Conference
Self

AFSCME

League of Women Voters of Colorado

League of Women Voters Colorado

Juniper Formation, United Church of Christ

paulasarlls@comcast.net
julia.scanlan@coloradoccat.org

dave@schultheisforcolorado.com
constitutionalmarriage2024@coleg.gov
brett.stewart@cityofloveland.org
team@teamstrategy.org
colleensupan@gmail.com
courtney@coloradocrimevictims.org
tannerjj@gmail.com
brianna.titone.house@coleg.gov
michael.tschampl@gmail.com
mayra@slpublicaffairs.com
alex.valdez.house@coleg.gov
bvessely@cocatholic.org
anne.wallace@denvergov.org
cjward_11@comcast.net
brandon.wark@gmail.com
jwills@afscme.org
gwilson1051@comcast.net
geoff@gwithers.com

candace@juniperformation.org

keyonnavolunteerautism@yahoo.com
dmvanewsletter@gmail.com
media@scottandnicolenetwork.com
jsamano@aclu-co.org
carolyn@chec.org
ken@dreamofgolf.com
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Repealing the Definition of Marriage in the Constitution

Ballot Title:
Shall there be an amendment to the Colorado constitution removing the ban on same-sex marriage?
Text of Measure:

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Seventy-fourth General Assembly of the State of Colorado, the House of
Representatives concurring herein:

SECTION 1. At the election held on November 5, 2024, the secretary of state shall submit to the registered
electors of the state the ballot title set forth in section 2 for the following amendment to the state constitution:

In the constitution of the state of Colorado, repeal section 31 of article Il as follows:

Section 31. Marriages - valid or recognized. Only

recognized-as-a-marriage-in-thisstate:

SECTION 2. Each elector voting at the election may cast a vote either "Yes/For" or "No/Against” on the following
ballot title: "Shall there be an amendment to the Colorado constitution removing the ban on same-sex
marriage?”

SECTION 3. Except as otherwise provided in section 1-40-123, Colorado Revised Statutes, if a majority of the
electors voting on the ballot title vote "Yes/For", then the amendment will become part of the state constitution.





